[Emergency endoscopic sphincterotomy in acute lithiasic cholangitis].
Emergency endoscopic sphincterotomy in acute cholangitis for bile duct stones should be the first choice treatment in patients with and without gallbladder. In fact, emergency surgery carries higher mortality and morbidity rates. Urgent biliary drainage, easily and quickly obtainable by endoscopy is the major goal. Bile duct stone clearance can be attempted subsequently, when the patient general conditions are stable. Elective open surgery can be performed thereafter, if indicated, with less risk. This experience is clearly shown by many surgical and endoscopic, mainly retrospective, studies.